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    If you have any questions or concerns
please contact me, Judith Birx, at 352-587-
1702.
I want to thank you for your support!

Hope to see you at the next Meeting!

President Judith Birx
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   Fellow members of the Withlacoochee Rockhounds, 
Our next meeting is scheduled to be held on Wednesday,  November 10th,
2021 at 7:PMPM. Be sure to attend. 
Our theme for this month is OPALS!

See below.
The CDC has recommended that we wear our masks again even if we are
vaccinated. 
Since we are following the CDC guidelines we will be requiring our
members to wear their masks at the next club meeting, please! 
  As always, we are following the current guidelines for the safety of all of us!
We view this as a temporary situation. 
We will take this one step at a time.

  At our November meeting, we will be exploring and discussing OPALS!  Be
sure to attend. 

  Remember, our annual Gem Show is coming up soon. 
The show will be held on December 3rd, 4th, and 5th. 
The Gem Show is a huge draw for lovers of gems and minerals, and a great
resource for us to get the word out about our club. 

  We are still in need of volunteers to help with various duties at the show.
Please be sure to contact me or Ralph Barber to let us know you can help.
Information about the Show, if you need it, and flyers you can download and
print out are available on the club's website HERE

Additionally, our good friends at the Pinellas Geological Society, Inc. are
having their 45th Annual Gem, Mineral, and Jewelry Show & Sale. The show
will be from January 14th-16th, 2022. 
Friday, the 14th, and Saturday, the 15th is from 10AM to 5PM, and Sunday, the
16th is from 12PM to 5PM.
Admission is $2.00. They will be having the show at the Central Park
Performing Arts Center, which is located at 105 Central Park Drive, Largo, FL 

Musings, Updates, and More from Club President - Judith Birx

Rock of the Month --OPAL

https://www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com/gem-show-member-and-public-info..html


Masks are required even if you are vaccinated.
We are not requiring you to show your vaccination card
before entering the building.
Use of hand sanitizer is encouraged as is Social
distancing of six feet; 
The room will be sanitized before meeting; 
Gloves are recommended when handling money. 

Withlacoochee Rockhounds Board of Directors
Date 10/13/2021
Meeting Minutes

  The meeting was called to order by President Judith Birx
at 7:04 pm.
We all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a
moment of silent prayer.

  President Birx announced that we had lost two very
important and loved members in the past month; Gary
Spurlock and Ron Parks. She told of her affection for each
and shared memories of them. Many other members spoke
up and shared their memories as well and remarked how
much these two men would be missed.

  There were no new members to recognize. 
There were 4 guests in attendance; Dwayne Dodd, Judy
Dunn, and Linda & Jayce Dalton.
Mark Moore made a motion to accept the minutes of our
meeting as printed in the newsletter, Roberta Oldread
seconded. Passed by all members.
Treasurer Janet Wheeler gave the Treasurer's report. Mark
Moore made a motion to accept the Treasurer's report
subject to audit. Seconded by Lynn Walters. Approved by
all.

  President Birx stated the next meeting will be on
November 10th at 7:00 pm and will be held inside unless
things change due to the current pandemic situation.

OLD BUSINESS
  President Birx continued her announcements by re-stating
that our meetings will continue to be held under CDC
guidelines: 

  She continued: The state is not requiring you to wear
masks, however, we are following the CDC guidelines.
Florida is not in a “state of emergency”.
If you are sick or were in contact with someone who has
tested positive for Covid, please do not attend. If you are in
the high-risk category, please consider not coming. 

Secretary'sSecretary's  
ReportReport
Minutes and More from Club Secretary - Melodye Steverson  

  You are attending meetings and all
activities associated with the
Withlacoochee Rockhounds at your own
risk. You will be required to sign a waiver
before entering the building. 

NEW BUSINESS

  We are moving right along with planning
for the Gem Show. Applications were sent
out to vendors and are coming back with
money. So if you are a member that wants
to vend at our show, please get your
application in right away!
  We have a volunteer list for signing up to
help with the show. You don't need to be
there the entire time, just decide what time
will be best for you, and sign up to help.
  The dues for the Senior Center clubhouse
are increasing to $25 per year. Our club
dues are $10, which means members'
annual dues will be $35 per year. We are
looking into the possibility that our rent
would be cheaper in a new location. The
clubhouse has lots of pending issues and
they are working vigorously to find
solutions. Members will be kept updated.
Many members suggested new venues our
club might investigate such as; VFW,
Hernando County Senior Center, & Weeki
Wachee Civic Center.

FIELD TRIP REPORT  
Lauren Bell and Lynn Walters – Jackson
Crossroads was open on a weekend in
September and Graves Mountain will be
open some weekends in October. Contact
them for dates. 
   
Mark Moore made a motion to adjourn the
meeting, Lauren Bell seconded, passed by
all.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:36 pm.

Minutes respectfully submitted by
Secretary Melodye Steverson

Withlacoochee Rockhounds Board of
Directors
Meeting Minutes
Date 10/19/2021

continued on page 8
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Advertisers Are Needed 
Please help us find advertisers for the Rock Talk and our website. 

The monthly income from these ads is beneficial to the club. 
Both the Rock Talk and our website have more exposure than only club members. 

Contact club treasurer Janet Wheeler: ceecgirl@tampabay.rr.com or 
send to: 

Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
PO Box 5634 Spring Hill, FL 34611-5634 
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Rockhounds AdvertisersRockhounds Advertisers
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Your Business Card Size Ad in Rock Talk
The cost for non-club members to advertise their businesses in 

Rock Talk is $10.00 per month.
Contact Michael Steverson to set up an ad in both the newsletter and 

the club website. It will benefit both 
your business and our club.

If you ad has a web address, or Etsy shop address, I have linked to it.  

http://www.designsbymelodye.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/madhousemindworks/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/gailsgifthut
mailto:ceecgirl@tampabay.rr.com


  A woman from Granite Bay, California, can keep a 4.38-
carat yellow diamond that she found while visiting
Crater of Diamonds State Park in Murfreesboro,
Arkansas.
Noreen Wredberg found the diamond on September 23
within an hour of searching the park, which she and her
husband decided to visit after a trip to Hot Springs
National Park, according to the state parks department.
  "I didn't know it was a diamond then, but it was clean
and shiny, so I picked it up!" Wredberg told Waymon
Cox, a park interpreter at Crate of Diamonds.
  She brought the gem to the park's Diamond Discovery
Center, where park staff identified it as a diamond.
  "When I first saw this diamond under the microscope, I
thought, 'Wow, what a beautiful shape and color!' Mrs.
Wredberg's diamond weighs more than four carats and
is about the size of a jellybean, with a pear shape and a
lemonade yellow color," Park Superintendent Caleb
Howell said.

A woman gets toA woman gets to
keep the 4-caratkeep the 4-carat
yellow diamond sheyellow diamond she
found at a state parkfound at a state park
in Arkansasin Arkansas
Is it time for a road trip?

  Cox said Wredberg found the
diamond days after a heavy rain,
which is usually a good time to
search because the rain will clear off
dirt and gems will be easy to spot
right on top of the soil.
Wredberg's diamond was the
largest one found in the park since
last year.
Crater of Diamonds is the only
diamond mine accessible to the
public in the entire US, the parks
department said. Visitors can keep
the diamonds, which most
commonly are white, brown, and
yellow.
Wredberg named her find Lucy's
Diamond, after her husband's kitten,
and is not yet sure what's she's
going to do with it.
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https://www.arkansasstateparks.com/articles/visitor-finds-438-carat-diamond-crater-diamonds-state-park
https://www.arkansasstateparks.com/articles/visitor-finds-449-carat-diamond-crater-diamonds-state-park


  Archaeologists in Colombia have found eight
ceramic jars, with metallic figurines and emeralds
inside, within a temple and its adjacent graves. 

The ancient Muisca (also called the Chibcha) crafted
the jars called "ofrendatarios" about 600 years ago.
The Muisca, a people whose civilization flourished in
the region at the time, were famous for their metal-
crafting skills, and their work may have inspired the
legend of El Dorado — a legendary city made of gold. 

Between 1537 and 1540, the Spanish conquered the
region, and many of the Muisca were killed during
fighting or due to disease. Despite the destruction,
the Muisca persevered and thousands of their
descendants live on today.

Ceramic jarsCeramic jars full of full of
emeralds found inemeralds found in
temple tied to Eltemple tied to El
Dorado, a mythicalDorado, a mythical
city of goldcity of gold
On the road to El Dorado!

  Archaeologists uncovered the
temple and graves in the remains of
an ancient Muisca town located near
Bogotá, the modern-day capital of
Colombia. A team led by
archaeologist Francisco Correa, an
archaeologist who conducts
excavations prior to construction
work, found the ofrendatarios
during excavations that were
conducted prior to road
construction in the area.

  Some of the figurines look like
snakes and other animals, while
others look more like people with
headdresses, staffs, and weapons.
The temple where the ofrendatarios
were found may be related to
ancestor worship. 

Read the entire article here at
LiveScience.com
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https://www.livescience.com/walter-raleighs-quest-for-el-dorado.html
https://www.livescience.com/39187-facts-about-gold.html
https://www.geologyin.com/2018/12/gemstone-turns-out-to-be-fossil-of.html
https://www.geologyin.com/2018/12/gemstone-turns-out-to-be-fossil-of.html
https://www.livescience.com/ceramic-jars-emeralds-found-temple-el-dorado
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  In 2015, two researchers stumbled across a piece of
amber jewelry in a market in Tengchong, China, that
was found by miners in Myanmar. The piece has a
young, five-millimeter-long crab embedded in it. 
That crab would be a major discovery in the study of
crab evolution. 
A research team dedicated to the little crab released
their findings Wednesday after years of studying the
fossil. The newly discovered species is named
Cretapsara athanata, "the immortal Cretaceous spirit
of the clouds and waters," after spirits from South
and Southeast Asian mythology. 

FFossil stuck in 100ossil stuck in 100
million-year-oldmillion-year-old
amber is oldestamber is oldest
"true crab" ever"true crab" ever
discovereddiscovered
Now, just need some 100 million year
old butter!

  Before this discovery, scientists
faced a conundrum: the known
fossil record, consisting of just a few
claws and carapaces, showed that
crabs that lived on land and in fresh
water split from their marine
relatives between 50 to 75 million
years ago. But the molecular record,
which compares differences in DNA
and RNA, said that the crab families
split more than 125 million years
ago.
  That's why scientist Javier Luque, a
Research Associate at Harvard
University and co-author of the
research team, was so surprised to
discover the crab, that looks similar
to other marine crabs, in amber,
which is solidified tree sap. 

Read the entire article here at
Yahoo.com
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https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/932109?ftag=YHF4eb9d17
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.abj5689?_ga=2.160856571.715203021.1634670262-872408494.1631224617?ftag=YHF4eb9d17
https://news.yahoo.com/fossil-stuck-100-million-old-221224460.html
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  Attending Board members; Judith Birx, Mark Moore, Melodye Steverson, Janet Wheeler, Ralph Barber, Roberta Oldread, Ginny Steverson, Lynn
Walters and Michael Steverson.
Board meeting started at 6:40pm and was held via the Internet on Zoom.
President Judith Birx had distributed the meeting agenda via Email.

NEW BUSINESS
  President Birx suggested having the November meeting program as being “Opals”. Members would bring their opals and information about opals to
show. We would also have a movie about opals. This was discussed and agreed upon. Mike will add to the newsletter and send emails to members.

OLD BUSINESS
  President Birx asked for input on finding a new place for our club to meet. Lynn Walters stated the Hernando County Senior Center looks as though
it's closed. She can't get a response from them. Michael said he will look up the owner of the building. Other sites were suggested and will be
investigated.

  The Gem Show was discussed next;
Judith is making large signs to display on HWY 19.
Melodye suggested renting a large “trailer sign” for 19. This will be investigated.
Lynn said MAGMA has agreed to let us plug our show on their site with a blurb as well. Also, she gave out vendor applications at Graves Mountain.
Bay news 9 will be contacted, also Rock & Gem magazine.
Melodye will contact the Xpo website.
A grinder will be set up at the show with demonstrations.
  Can we set up a place for attendees to sit and watch videos? 
Is the food scheduled? Ralph will call this week. Will consider donuts and pizza for the vendors. He will also check on the wristbands.
Treasurer Janet Wheeler will get the insurance for the Gem Show.

  Melodye suggested that we remind members about the requirements for the William Holland School Scholarship. Hours of volunteering and working
for the club are a large part of what is considered when the Board is selecting a winner for the 1-week tuition. This was agreed and will be in the
newsletter.

Lauren Bell announced that she wants to run for the Board this year. 

Our next Board meeting will be on December 14 at 6:30 pm, on ZOOM.
The meeting ended at 7:36 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Secretary Melodye Steverson

Continued from page 2



                        Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books                         
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith

MARKING YOUR TOOLS

  It makes sense to mark your tools if you ever lend
them to friends or take them out to classes or
workshops. Question is how to mark them
permanently. For metal tools, I use a very small
ball bur running fast in the Dremel or Foredom to
"engrave" my initials. Other times I'll form the
initials with a number of hits with a center punch.

  But for hammer handles and other wooden tools,
the country boy in me came back and thought
"Why not make a branding iron?"  If you'd like to
try one, all you need is a little scrap copper or
nickel about 22-24 gauge, a piece of heavy brass or
copper for a base, about 6 inches of metal rod and
a piece of wood for the handle.

I formed my initials from a couple 4mm strips of
sheet nickel. The "S" was one piece, but the "B"
was three pieces soldered together with hard.
(Remember to form the letters backwards). I then
soldered the letters with medium onto a piece of
1/8 inch thick brass bar to act as a heat sink.
Finally, I soldered a piece of 1/8 round rod on the
back of the brass bar as a shaft to join to a wooden
handle.

NO SCRATCH VISE JAWS

  If your bench vise has replaceable jaws, there is a simple
modification to customize it for bending sheet metal and holding
jewelry pieces without worrying about the jaws leaving scratch
marks.

  I make a duplicate set of jaws from high density plastic such as
Nylon or Delrin. Remove the jaws and use them as a template. Cut
two pieces from a 1/2 inch sheet of scrap plastic. Then clamp the
steel jaw over the plastic and drill through the steel side and into
the plastic. Finally, use a larger drill to countersink the plastic for
the screw heads.

  Plastic can be obtained from the scrap bin at a local plastics store,
can be purchased online from Ebay, or can be repurposed from an
old kitchen cutting board.
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Bench Tips
from Brad Smith

Brad Smith's Bench Tips are a monthly feature of Rock Talk

https://www.amazon.com/Bradford-M.-Smith/e/B009LYAE0C


Rock Talk Funny Papers
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Dealer applications; Sent to vendors. President will send to other clubs.
Advertising; President Birx read her list of potential ways to advertise our Gem Show and assigned various ones to Board
members to investigate. These include SFMS, The Scene, Sun Coast News, Bay News 9, Chanel 8, Facebook, NextDoor,
Craig's List, and Facebook Marketplace. Our Show will also be listed in Rock & Gem magazine. 
Children's Programs; Lynn Walters will provide a table with items and information of interest to kids. There will be a free
bag of rocks for each child and there may be a rock ID table as well.
Door Workers; President Birx has a sign up sheet for volunteers.
Flyers; Board member Michael Steverson agreed to have 400 flyers printed for distribution.
Signs / Wristbands; In our Storage Facility and ready for use.

Secretary's Report - Continued from page 2

Our next Board meeting will be on 10/19 at 6:30pm, on ZOOM.

The meeting ended at 7:50pm.

Respectfully submitted by Secretary Melodye Steverson
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From The Editor

Warning to Withlacoochee Rockhound Members
During the last several months, illicit requests

have been sent to members of various clubs in the US,
including the Withlacoochee Rockhounds, asking members
to purchase gift cards that would be used as donations to

various organizations.
These are SCAMS.

Be advised that our club has never and will never ask
members to buy gift cards or provide any form of
monitary funds to anyone or any organization by

phone call, email, or any other method of communication.

 

Hello to all Withlacoochee Rockhounds
It is I, your friendly neighborhood editor again.

 
 
  As you will have seen in your e-mail regarding the next club meeting, and in the President's Message, our
November meeting is happening. If this schedule should change at all, you will be notified by the e-mail we
have on file, and on our club website. 
We continue to follow the latest CDC guidelines, and the CDC is advising that vaccinated AND non-vaccinated
individuals wear facemasks when gathering indoors. We are wanting to keep everyone COVID-free. So, PLEASE
wear your mask when you are attending the next meeting.
   If you would like to place a business card ad in the newsletter, please feel free to contact me, and we'll get
you added to the next available issue.  
  Additionally, if any of you have not received your newsletter or are not receiving my e-mail blasts (meetings,
rock sales, etc.), please check your spam folder. If you still are not receiving them, please contact me, and let's
make sure I have your correct e-mail address.
  As noted in previous issues of Rock Talk, I have created for the club a Google My Business account. Doing
this, when someone searches for "lapidary clubs near me", or "rockhounds near me", we will come up in their
search. Now that this is live, I am asking again, if you would, please search for "Withlacoochee Rockhounds",
and when you see our listing to the right side of the page in Google, please use the "Write a Review" link and
give the club a good review. It helps with search engine results. This means more people find us, and we
hopefully acquire new members. It's a win-win! Likewise, if you have not done so, please subscribe to our
YouTube Channel. YouTube is the second largest search engine on the internet. People are finding us by it.
  Our club is getting better every day, and we now have the new logo we spoke of in previous newsletters. 
I have been incorporating it into other club documents. In addition, we are researching how soon we can also
patches created with the new logo. With that new logo, I have created new t-shirts and a tote bag for the
club. As with the present shirts, these shirts are available on Amazon. I sent out an e-mail recently with the
link to the new merch. You may also find the new shirts on our club website, on the Club T-Shirts page. Get
yourself some new club gear to wear! Look around the meeting, you will probably see a member wearing our
new club gear!
  Our Board would like our members to come up with suggestions for Programs to be presented at our
monthly meetings. What would you like to see? What would you like to learn? What would you like to know?
Is there something you'd like to teach or present? You can help our club expand its educational repertoire.
We'd love to hear from you all.

Contact any Board member or bring your written suggestions to a meeting.

Rock On!!!

Club Phone Number - 352.587.2714

https://www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com/club-t-shirts-.html

